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Policies:

AC~6. Require ~agricultural ~ divisinns to meet the following ~
~c~l sizes:

General Plan land Use Category_. Minimu~ Parcel Size

Agricultural Cropland
SCS SOil Classes I and I~ 40 acres
SCS Soil Classes III and IV 80 acres

General Agriculture 20 20 acres
General Agric%~iture 80 80 acres
A~riculture Urban ~serve I0 acres

AC--7. A~ric~itural zoning district bonndarie.s shall he rational ~d shall
respect parcel boundaries.

AC--8. Agr~ Icultural land divisions shall ~ot ~dversel¥ affect the inteqrity cf
agricultural pursuits. Aqr~ icultural land divisions m~y be denied if the
reviewirm authority finds that the. division of land is li~iv em create
circrmzstances inconsistent with th~ s p~licy.

A. E~alu~te ~ parcel sizes necessary for sustained auricultural
prock~-~ivity on SCS soil classes ~ through IV, and ~end Policy A~--6
acoordin= to the results of that ~nalysis. (~)

Intent: In addition to encrcachments by ~u~kln develc~x~m%ts, county
farmlan~t~ are potentially threatened by ocrs~_rsio~ to %~ildlife refuges,
regulations cttrtai~ing agricttlt~ra! practices to protect adjacent natural
resource preserves, and adverse public use impacts associated with cutdoor
recreatim%al facilities and trails. For example, the proposed Stone Lakes
National Wildlife Refuge c~Id possibly ccmu~rt areas of prime farmlands and
farms with intensive agricultural investments to wildlife habitat and lead to
additicna! spraying, controls cm~ r~ ~ farmland.

rmintain the cotlnty_’s mmltiple natxLral resource values is the ke~ for ~ch
of the policy proposed in the Draft General Plan. Disr~ Of one re~
value for another is an historic pate~rn of land de%~lopment i~ the County. ~n
atte~ to rest~u~e a fractio~ of the County’s multiple reso/rce base scme
changes in land use may occur. For instaDce, the Draft Open Space Element

PM:PM: 12/15/93 /%~ricttltural Fl~rent
agri elem - 9- (Adopted)
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proposes acquirin~ fee title to se~_ral rural areas featuring unusual natura!
r~ource values such as verna! p0ols or r~par~.an forests. S~ of these areas
are being used for livestock g~faz~’~ or crop prozh!~t~on, activities that could
be displaced .or disrupted if these parcels are acquired for natural resource
preserves.

Policies:

~7~9. The County shall balance the protection of nrime fannlands and
fam~ands with intensive agrlcultu~al investments with the
preservation of na%ural habitat realized by the, establi~t
~tal mitigation banks and sites, wildlife refuges and
other natural resourc~ preserves so as to protect farmland and to
conse1~.~ associated hab’~tat values.

AC~I0. Mitigation banks, enviro~menta,], mitigation sites, wildlife
re~%ges, and other nat%Iral rescttrce preserves adjacent to pri~e
farmland or land with intenslv~ agricultural investments shall not
disrupt or disturb standard fannir~ practices.

AG-II. The County w~uld adept policies and design contra~ts tad prcraote
placing o~ natt~tl al~_nities ~ lalld, sllch as trees ar~ othex biota
enhancing !~apro~mTent, by making stlr~ a~sLities are. assets both in

~o-12. Ind~m~%if~zation against pro~ losses f~m recre~t£e/ml ~sers
shall be provided to agricultural property owners adjacent to
mitigation banks, envlronmentnl mitigation sites, wildlife
refuges, or other p~tural ~ prese/ves provided loss is
proven to be a direct and exclusive result of new recreational
access provided by. the est2~blis/lrent of, and occltrring throt~h,
,such sites, and provide law enforcement access to such sites.

AG-13. Initiate intergove~tal a~:eements with State and Federal
Wildlife tmarkauement aut/~rities in order to mitigate loss of
farm!and or land with intensix,~ agricult/Iral investt~nt due to
natural habitat conversion.

~a-14. The County shall pursue opportunities to create miti~at£cn banks,
erggirorzner~al mitigation sites, wi1_dl~fe reftlges, or other r~Italral
resource presez~es wherein substantial agricultural activities
that axe o~mpatible w~.’.th protection of hi.oh habitat values
continue, but incxmi~atible activities and con~rslon ~or
development are preclt~ed by conservation eas~1~ts.

AC~-IS, ~nstigate ccordlnation with nor~rofit org.apIzat!o~s to acquire
conservation ~m~ents ~or preservi~ ~armlands.

PM:R4:12115/93 Agriceltural ~nt
agri eie~ - i0~ (~Adopte~)
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